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Mr. President, I agree with those remarks,
and so does the 31st Commandant of Marines
Corps, my friend,. and unofficial advisor,
General Chuck Krulak. As he said in a recent
email to me, “NO ONE has ever conquered
Afghanistan . .. and many have tried. We
will join the list of Nations that have tried
and failed.”

Mr. President, that is why I am asking you
to review this thinking before approving any
troop level increases from General Mattis. I
believe you would see great benefit and wis-
dom in asking Congress to debate and vote
on troop level increases as well. You would
then have the American people and their
elected officials share a decision to send
more of our sons and daughters into harm’s
way. Once you come to a consensus, I sug-
gest you publicly go before the American
people and U.S. military to explain the
benchmarks you choose for Afghanistan.
Previous administrations have not been able
to clarify those endpoints, which is unfair to
taxpayers and our troops. In the end, we all
share this responsibility, and it is time that
not only Congress but also the American
people have a say. Sixteen years is enough!

Afghanistan is the graveyard of empires!
We do not want a tombstone to read ““United
States of America.”

Respectfully,
WALTER B. JONES,
Member of Congress.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I close by
showing the face of a little girl who is
standing there with her mother and
wondering why her daddy is in a flag-
draped coffin, and I could not explain
to her. He died in Afghanistan. I don’t
know why he is dead in a flag-draped
coffin.

God bless our men and women in uni-
form, and God bless America.

————

RENEGOTIATION OF TRADE
AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the Trump administration re-
leased its NAFTA renegotiating objec-
tives, which laid out its plan for how to
fix that bad trade deal for America’s
workers, but it lacks specifics.

Yes, America needs a better deal,
better jobs, better wages, for a better
future for our people and the people of
our continent. As renegotiations begin
in August, let us remember the devil is
in the details. The President’s rhetoric
alone is not enough. Action is what
creates jobs.

Nearly 30 years ago, NAFTA was sold
as the epitome of a modern trade
agreement. Its supporters promised
U.S. job growth. They guaranteed trade
balances and even surpluses. They said
there would be increased economic
trade flexibility for North American
industries and new buyers of American
goods.

But guess what. Those promises
didn’t materialize. Instead, U.S. work-
ers faced enormous job loss, declining
wages, sublevel wage competition from
desperate millions in Mexico, whose
workers have no rights.

The recent tragedy in San Antonio
with all of those desperate workers in
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that truck is the tip of an iceberg of
labor exploitation on this continent
that was caused by NAFTA, enhanced
by NAFTA. It is so ugly.

The cold, critical measure of the job-
hemorrhaging truth this country has
passed since NAFTA’s passage is our
trade balance. That is how many more
products and services our country ex-
ports rather than imports from off-
shore sweatshops. That translates into
jobs.

Since the inception of NAFTA, our
trade deficit has ballooned to unprece-
dented levels. This chart basically goes
through what has been happening re-
cently. Each month and each year, we
go deeper and deeper into trade deficit,
not just with Mexico, but a number of
other countries. But there has not been
a single year of trade balance with
Mexico since NAFTA’s passage, just
more job dissolution and job loss.

Just in May, the United States expe-
rienced an overall $46 billion trade def-
icit with the world, of which NAFTA is
a part. But since NAFTA’s passage—
get this—our country has accumulated
nearly $2 trillion net negative balance
with Mexico and Canada, and that
translates into lost jobs here at home,
and the American people know it.

This import deficit supports millions
of jobs abroad, not U.S. workers. It
means less money left in the wallets of
hardworking Americans as consumer
dollars feed the greed of rapacious cor-
porate interests that feed on desperate
workers.

Look at NAFTA’s job numbers. Be-
tween 1997 and 2010, our country bled
over 696,000 manufacturing jobs to Mex-
ico alone. You would recognize the
names of the firms. It is an alphabet
soup of companies: AlliedSignal,
Lucent Technologies, Mr. Coffee, Rock-
well Automation, UTC Aerospace Sys-
tems, Weyerhaeuser, and so many
more.
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Unfortunately, the Midwest has suf-
fered the most from this job hemor-
rhage. For Ohio, the trade deficit with
Mexico alone resulted in tens of thou-
sands of lost jobs. Ohio workers have
had their net incomes go down by $7,000
per family since NAFTA’s passage.
Neighboring Michigan lost over 300,000
jobs since 2000 alone to Mexico.

There is little doubt the original
NAFTA agreement failed to create a
modern opportunity for America’s
workers. It undercut them.

Today, the Trump administration
has a chance to change this. President
Trump campaigned and promised to
build high-quality jobs and bring them
back to the United States. How can a
renegotiated NAFTA do this? It must
include the most modern and enforce-
able continental labor agreements to
yield rising standards of living so
wages and job training across borders
are equalized. If NAFTA were working,
more good U.S. jobs could be created,
outnumbering job losses.

Mr. Trump promised a good deal for
Americans as a candidate. Now he has
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to deliver on that promise. The old ex-
pression, ‘“‘Don’t tell me what they say,
show me what they do,” will be the
true test of this administration’s re-
negotiation of NAFTA.

The President must take bold action
in renegotiating NAFTA, and it must
resolve in reversing these negative bal-
ances and making them positive. He
must stand up for America’s workers,
for their jobs, not just for global cor-
porate interests, whose shareholders
have been making a fortune off the
backs of desperate labor.

Making America Great Again was
more than a slogan to the people in
Ohio and the greater Midwest, looking
to shake up what was called the
swamp. We need a better deal for
America, better jobs, better wages for a
better future, and we can start by re-
negotiating NAFTA.

———

HONORING HENRY O. LINEBERGER,
JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5
minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and recognize the life of
Dr. Henry O. Lineberger, Jr.

Henry was born in Raleigh, North
Carolina, on January 5, 1927. He grad-
uated from Broughton High School in
1944, as president of his senior class.
From there, he went on to the U.S.
Naval Academy, where he served as
part of the Medical Corps during World
War II.

Mr. Speaker, after the war, Henry en-
rolled at Duke University, where he
met his wife, Betty Rushing. After
they were married in 1950, they moved
to Chapel Hill, where Henry studied at
the University of North Carolina
School of Dentistry as part of that den-
tistry school’s inaugural class.

Following school, Henry and Betty
moved to Raleigh in 1954, where he
opened his first dental practice.

Mr. Speaker, Henry Lineberger prac-
ticed dentistry in Raleigh for more
than 50 years, and during that time, he
served on numerous dental boards, in-
cluding the North Carolina Board of
Dental Examiners, and he was known
by his patients as being available day
or night.

Henry was an active member of the
Edenton Street United Methodist
Church, where he enjoyed teaching
Sunday school and gathering for fel-
lowship. In fact, Mr. Speaker, Henry’s
Christian faith was the foundation of
his life, and he spent a number of years
immersed in Bible study.

Henry shared his love for Duke foot-
ball and basketball with his children
and his grandchildren. His grand-
children, by the way, Mr. Speaker, like
to call Dr. Lineberger ‘‘Pinky.”’” But de-
spite his best efforts to turn them into
Duke fans, they all attended the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, Henry
Lineberger passed away on July 11. He
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is remembered by his family as a car-
ing husband, father, and grandfather,
and he will be deeply missed by his
community that he helped build.

——
WE CAN PIVOT TOWARDS BIPAR-
TISAN ACTION CONSISTENT

WITH THE AFFORDABLE CARE
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this is really an amazing time on Cap-
itol Hill. The Republican internal bat-
tles and inability to deliver a coherent,
effective alternative to fulfill all their
contradictory campaign promises on
healthcare has done more than just ex-
pose their political and policy dysfunc-
tion. They are obviously flirting with a
serious political backlash.

They have managed to make the Af-
fordable Care Act, ObamaCare, with all
of its shortcomings, popular with the
majority of the American public for
the first time ever, including so many
small business people.

They made the public more aware
and concerned about Medicaid, that
has expanded and made such a dif-
ference in Kentucky, in Oregon, in
States all across the country, pro-
viding care for people otherwise who
had not had it.

They have managed to accelerate the
move towards single payer by more
than a decade: Medicare for all, Med-
icaid for more. I don’t know the exact
form, but we are going to be moving in
that direction, and the Republicans
have helped raise the awareness and ac-
celerate that progress, but I hope that
we are going to be able to take steps to
make progress sooner.

In the meantime, I suspect that the
Affordable Care Act, the core reforms
and structure, are going to, in fact,
stay in place. This is because there
aren’t the votes in the Senate to do
anything more; and frankly, it doesn’t
look like there are votes to do much in
the House, the so-called skinny bill
notwithstanding.

But I hope that we can pivot towards
modest, bipartisan actions that are
consistent with the Affordable Care
Act, but don’t depend on it. We have a
number of bipartisan initiatives that
are teed up and ready to go.

I have worked for years with Con-
gresswoman DIANE BLACK from Ten-
nessee, on value-based insurance de-
sign. This bipartisan legislation would
reward value over volume and make in-
surance much more effective in paying
for what we need.

I have an initiative with Congress-
man JASON SMITH and with Senator
ToDD YOUNG dealing with Kidney
health. This would enable providers to
leverage those weekly sessions for di-
alysis for some of our most vulnerable
Americans in terms of their health. Di-
alysis costs 1 percent of the entire Fed-
eral budget. We should be able to use
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that time and attention to deliver
wraparound services, more care and
less strain on people with multiple
health needs.

We ought to be able to act on empow-
ering our citizens and their families to
know what they are facing at end of
life. T have bipartisan legislation with
my friend and colleague, Congressman
ROE from Tennessee, along those lines.

Congress ought to accept the chal-
lenge from President Trump to deal
meaningfully with prescription drug
costs. There is support on both sides of
the aisle. We can save billions of dol-
lars for Americans and the taxpayers,
and we can provide better care.

There are mental health initiatives
with our friend TIM MURPHY. Bipar-
tisan progress was made in the last
Congress, but there is much more that
needs to be done.

In fact, we can work together to
overcome the opposition of Chairman
SESSIONS and the Rules Committee de-
nying the House the right to vote on
extending our veterans access bill to
allow consultation about medical mari-
juana. No one can listen to the heart-
breaking stories of veterans and their
families about what medical marijuana
has done to sufferers of PTSD, chronic
pain, traumatic brain injury. It is legal
in 29 states, but the Rules Committee
denied the right of the House to vote
on extending that service to our vet-
erans and their doctors, despite the
horrible record that the VA has in pre-
venting veteran suicide, and where the
opioid addiction rate for the VA is
twice the general population.

These are things we can do tomor-
row, not dealing with denying millions
of people care through the Affordable
Care Act and the various permutations
that are spinning around now.

Do our job, work together, follow
regular order, deal with bipartisan ini-
tiatives that will benefit the American
people, save the taxpayer money, and
improve the health of all Americans.

————
TRIBUTE TO SARAH MEECE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
my long-time adviser and expert case-
worker, Sarah Meece, upon her much-
deserved retirement after dedicating
more than 40 years of service by my
side. When I reflect upon Sarah’s ca-
reer, I stand in awe of her loyalty, her
unwavering patience, her persistent ad-
vocacy, and undying compassion for
those in need.

As Congressman, I have the duty and
the privilege of assisting the people of
southern and eastern Kentucky as they
grapple with Federal agencies. At the
heart of those cases has stood Sarah
Meece providing expert advice and
staunch support for individuals in our
region who need help with Social Secu-
rity, disability, and retirement claims,
among many other issues. In fact, over
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the last 36 years, Sarah has worked on
approximately 150,000 cases, rep-
resenting an unmatched record of as-
sistance for more than 4,000 individuals
each year.

Sarah has gained so much notoriety
in her field that staff from other con-
gressional offices, and officials even
from the administration, contact her
for guidance in case work. And in this
line of work, there are very few, if any,
medals or certificates of honor to
honor those worthy of recognition like
Sarah; nonetheless, her drive and con-
sistency has never failed.

Day in and day out, Sarah has an-
swered countless phone calls, set up
personal meetings, listened to some of
the most heartbreaking stories from
families who were denied benefits on
multiple occasions, those in desperate
need of recouping benefits, others who
lost hope in a mountain of Federal pa-
perwork. Sarah’s reward has been the
simple words of appreciation from the
thousands upon thousands of individ-
uals who she has helped over the years.
In my eyes, she deserves so much more.

While I wish Sarah the best in her
years of retirement, the absence of her
daily presence in the office will be in-
surmountable. When I was elected
Commonwealth’s Attorney for Pulaski
and Rockcastle Counties in 1969, Sarah
Meece was there. When I was the Re-
publican nominee for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor in 1979, Sarah Meece was there.
When I was elected to Congress in 1980,
Sarah Meece was there. In fact, she has
been with me every day since, even vol-
unteering her personal time for cam-
paign work along the way, ensuring we
both could continue serving the public
for another 2 years.

During her tenure, Sarah welcomed
U.S. Presidents and Vice Presidents to
our region, befriended eight Kentucky
Governors and their staffs, and assisted
hundreds of local leaders across south-
ern and eastern Kentucky as they navi-
gated through Federal issues.

However, it is the people living in the
hills and hollers of Kentucky’s Fifth
Congressional District who have driven
her passion-filled public service. With
every call and every personal visit,
Sarah offered an encouraging word of
hope to our constituents. Very few peo-
ple can find the silver lining in every
cloud like Sarah does, or bring a smile
and a laugh to a broken heart. Her
comical candor and illustrative story-
telling have been a bright spot in ev-
eryone’s day.

I am forever grateful to have such a
great friend and loyal adviser over
these last 4 decades. Sarah’s life’s work
has given countless families hope in
their darkest hour and comforted them
through lengthy and complex Federal
issues.

Simply put, Sarah is irreplaceable,
both her institutional knowledge of
Federal casework and her kind, endur-
ing spirit.

Mr. Speaker, if every congressional
office and Federal agency had a Sarah
Meece, our Nation would operate much
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